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COUNT DAY:

day, the District stands to lose more than $9,000 in state and federal aids. "That has a huge impact 
on the district in several ways," explains Superintendent John Rothlisberg. "Lost revenues, if 
significant enough, can translate into reduced services and resources for our students." 

But beyond the financial impact, there's another important aspect of a student not being in school.  
Studies have shown that every day a child is not in school, it becomes harder and harder to make 
up the work and they can fall far behind in their studies. In turn, this discourages students from 
working hard. Frechette Kelley added, "This is an area where parent involvement is key. If parents 
insist their youngsters go to school every day, chances are that's exactly what will happen."

Rothlisberg is encouraging teachers and staff to combine the September 15th count day with an 
emphasis on the Menominee Collaborative Council's "Indian Time is On Time" campaign. "The 
two go hand-in-hand," he said. "That saying implies more than just being on time, it also means 
that you should be where you're supposed to be every day, whether it's school, work or a home 
activity." To get the message out, the District will use posters, announcements and other 
communication methods to encourage students to be in school on September 15th.

COUNTRY MUSIC FEST:

on-stage antics didn’t let the fans down. Lead singer, Daryl Katchicum portrayed ‘Box Car Willie’ 
and Loretta Long Hair much to the enjoyment of the fans who came early. Katchicum who is also 
an accomplished harmonica and fiddle player primed the fans up for the upcoming entertainment. 
The Kentucky HeadHunters were up next on the main stage at 3:00.

The group entertained the fans with familiar hits such as Kentucky Wildcat, Rag Top, Walk Softly 
on this Heart of Mine, and Fireman’s Daughter, before they sang a song from their new album, 
Songs from the Grass String Ranch.

Another song off their new album entitled, Are you lonely just like me, was a little slower 
‘Something guys need to tell their ladies every once in a while,’ said lead singer Doug Phelps. The 
crowd loved it. An upbeat song followed with fans clapping and tapping their feet. After an 
awesome drum performance, drummer Fred Young tossed his drumsticks into the crowd. The 
group performed over fifteen songs to an appreciative audience.

The Billy Troy Band was up next after a very brief break. The group sang favorites such as, Leave 
me alone, and Crazy about a memory. The band also performed in the casino lounge later in the 
evening. The group performs regularly at the Menominee Casino and have a brand new CD 
released with guests David Frizzel, the Whites and Randy Scruggs.
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Next to perform was BlackHawk, whose 6 p.m. show had some fans lining up near the stage to get 
a closer look at these talented country artists. The group is well known for their energy blasting 
stage performances, which has made them a top concert attraction. "We hope that what people get 
from a BlackHawk concert is the feeling that they were completely entertained - they got great 
music and got to know us a little bit as people. Like they got their money’s worth," stated Van 
Stephenson, the groups guitarist.

The crowd who gathered at the musicfest event this year got a taste of that high energy show, as 
the performers with their beautifully harmonized vocals had fans on their feet dancing and 
cheering throughout their performance. BlackHawk, formed the group in the early 90’s and have 
put out 5 albums (BlackHawk, Strong Enough, Love & Gravity, Song of Wonder, A Country 
Christmas Collection and The Sky's the Limit), as well as a collaboration of their greatest classic 
hits.

After enjoying the music of BlackHawk the crowd was entertained by Pork & the Havana Ducks, 
on the smaller stage that was set up closer to the vendor stands. Pork and his comical yet unique 
style of music had fans dancing and parading around signs that read ‘I Love Pork’ during the 
groups show. As one of Wisconsin’s local groups, Pork & the Havana Ducks have been a popular 
attraction at the annual musicfest in recent years and seem to have a small following of fans, who 
sang along to their music. Funny, entertaining and creative are words that could be used to 
describe the group. Spectators and fans alike seemed quiet satisfied with the local bands 
performance.

Last to perform at the Casino’s Musicfest was the headliner for this years show John Michael 
Montgomery, the minute this country star hit the stage fans were screaming and jumping in the air 
with vigorous enthusiasm. Since his debut album, Life’s A Dance, in 1992, Montgomery has kept 
his lifestyle and attitude down-to-earth, while living his dream as a nationally recognized country 
performer.

Montgomery, who was born in Danville, Kentucky, chose to perform his newest release Little 
Girl, off his latest album of the same name, for his audience at the Menominee Musicfest.  So it’s 
safe to assume that fans felt an overwhelming joy to know that they were first to hear him sing 
this beautiful song live for the first time.

Being the easygoing type of guy, Montgomery stays closely in touch with his working-class roots, 
as well as with his many fans. Never forgetting those who made him the star he is today and those 
who have been there to support him along the way, enables him to appreciate all he has achieved 
even more.  In a statement Montgomery said, "I wake up every day just humbled that I have life 
so good.  I work very hard to try to keep my life balanced and level, and make it the same way for 
my family.  I never forget where I came from, and what I have will never go unappreciated."
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MTE:

be held from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Menominee Indian Middle School in Neopit, 
Wisconsin. Candidates vying for four MTE Board of Directors positions include: Melissa Cook, 
Bernard Kaquatosh, James Kaquatosh, Edward Miller, Louis Washinawatok Jr., William 
Waubanascum Jr., Lawrence Waukau, and David Wilber Jr.

Those elected will each serve a three-year term.

Requests for absentee ballots are now being accepted until September 22, 2000. Menominee tribal 
members may also vote at MTE’s main office in Neopit now until September 22, 2000 - Monday 
thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The for (4) board members whose terms expire this month, include: Glenn Besaw, Edward Miller, 
William Waubanascum, Jr. and Lawrence Waukau.

For more information, you may contact Melinda Cook, Secretary, MTE Board of Directors at 715-
756-2311 ext. 127.

FIREFIGHTERS:

By Bridget C. Miller-Menominee Nation News
The Menominee Tribal Enterprise (MTE) has dispatched several of their firefighters to Montana 
where 1/3 of all wildfires are burning. So far, five groups have been sent out at different times 
during the past few months, staying an average of 14 days.

Currently, 6 million acres have burned out west according to DNR Forester, Mike Schuessler. 
"This is the worst fire season (out west) in a long time." said Schuessler. He added that these fires 
started burning the middle of July and could burn for quite some time. "The fire situation hasn’t 
happened like this since 1988 when MTE dispatched 20 firefighters out."

Schuessler said that the western weather has been so dry this summer, stating weather conditions 
with humidity levels at only 5% with 40-50 mph winds. "With these conditions, it’s almost 
impossible to put out the fires," he stated.

Many of the fires, according to Schuessler, have been caused by ‘dry lightening’. These weather 
conditions are actual thunderstorms that produce lightening, thunder and winds but produce no 
rain. Firefighters worked either day or night shifts - putting in long and exhausting days and 
spending at least one hour traveling to the fire sights."Typical days were 14-16 hours," said 
Schuessler.
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He added that because of the severity of the fires, the crews have taken an indirect attack on the 
fires-meaning they back off away from the fire and dig fire breaks 18 inches wide down to the 
mineral soil to stop the fire. A direct attack on a fire is done by spraying water directly on the fire 
but these flames are so out of control that this approach would not be effective. The nights were 
also pretty cool, being up in the mountains according to Schuessler. "The air quality is pretty poor 
and these conditions could cause colds and other respiratory problems."

Ron Waukau, MTE Crew Boss Trainee Firefighter, who recently returned from Montana on 
September 1st, said some nights were down to 34 degrees and most of them either slept in tents or 
on the ground. Waukau, who has been with MTE for 15 years, has been dispatched off the 
reservation several times during the past years. "We (firefighters) have no idea where we are 
going once we are dispatched out and leave Keshena - it could be anywhere," he stated.

Waukau said the first fire he was dispatched to this summer was out in Montana, where the fire 
was 30,000 acres and a camp of 1200 firefighters. "We had to wait in line for everything - to eat, 
shower, or buy snacks, smokes, or chewing tobacco," he said.

"Overall, the firefighting experience has been the same for me," said Waukau. He also added that 
every fire has been different stating that the second one he was dispatched to (also in Montana) 
was smaller and had a camp of 800 firefighters. MTE dispatched 3-5 men out at a time but 20 
were needed to make up a full crew so MTE Firefighters grouped with other firefighters at the 
sights for a full crew. (A full crew consist of one crew boss, three squad bosses and 16 
firefighters.)

Following are those firefighters who have been dispatched so far: First Dispatch - July 24th to 
August 12th: Ron Waukau, John Cooper, Mike Lohrengal, and Chris Caldwell; Second Dispatch - 
July 28-August 12: Jeff Grignon, Ray Graham, and Reynold Waukau; Third Dispatch - August 16-
September 1: John Cooper, Ron Waukau, Chris Pizak, Ray Graham, and Chris Caldwell; Fourth 
Dispatch - August 24 to present: Conrad Waniger; Fifth Dispatch - August 26 - September 12: 
Greg Van Orsow, Chad Keranen, and John Awonohopay.

BIA employees were also dispatched from the Forestry Center that included: Tom Magnuson-
August 2-22 and August 26 to present; Dave Congos - August 8- September 2. There are currently 
84 large wildland fires (fires that are 100 acres or more) burning in California, Florida, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, Mississippi, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, 
and Wyoming.

There are about 26,000 firefighters and support personnel assigned to firefighting activities 
throughout the country and are supported by 1,293 engines, 234 helicopters, and six air tankers.

 

file:///H|/01%20-%20MNN%20Temp/MNN090900.htm (5 of 6)5/31/2005 5:30:14 AM



Menominee Nation News, September 9th, 2000

 

  

file:///H|/01%20-%20MNN%20Temp/MNN090900.htm (6 of 6)5/31/2005 5:30:14 AM


	Local Disk
	Menominee Nation News, September 9th, 2000


